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Serving People through Innovation, Creativity and Enterprise

Introduction to

Mobility Cluster



Mobility
Instructions

e Be seated with your SPICE group.
e Be respectful to the presenter.

e Use of your electronic device Is
strictly for activities related to the
lessons on mobility.



Mobility

What is mobllity?
| think mobility is...
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Mobility

Imagine your SPICE Group IS
a start-up company that
provides a product or service
related to mobility. What would
your company's slogan be?
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Assisted Mobility

The disabled and elderly are
groups In society who may
need additional help with
their mobility.
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Assisted Mobility
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\ ENABLING THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED



Assisted Mobility

e Video on assisted mobility — 3 minutes.
e Chatrities raise awareness and money to buy mobility devices.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0frEollwDU



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0frEoIIwDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0frEoIIwDU
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Social Mobillity

People on low incomes may
have limited access to
essential resources.
|s education the key to
soclal mobllity?



review.

SINGAPORE'S EDUCATION

Social Mobility

TRATTS TIMES WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 2011 PAGE A25

Growing worry of social immobility

By IRENE Y.H. Ne
FOR THE STRAITS TIMES

INISTER Mentor Lee Kuan

Yew observed recently that

more than half the students

at top schools like Raffles

Institution had fathers who
were university-educated. In contrast,
among the four neighbourhood schools he
had obtained data on, the highest percent-
age was only 13.1 per cent, at Chai Chee
Secondary.

Top schools had more “frills” and bet-
ter teachers, he said, though he empha-
sised that neighbourhood school teachers
were “equally competent”. Earlier, MM
Lee had acknowledged that admission to
primary school was based on parents’ so-
cial class, not merit.

Mr Lee’s observations resonate with
what my co-researchers and I have found
in studies we have done using the Nation-
al Youth Survey in 2002 and 2005. In one
study, we correlated young people’s earn-
ings with their parents’ earnings. We
standardised our statistical method and
data with an American data set widely
used for studies on “intergenerational mo-
bility”, or the extent to which children’s
economic status depends on their par-
ents’. If the children of rich parents grow
up to be rich, while the children of poor
parents stay poor, then intergenerational
mobility is low.

We found that Singapore’s intergenera-
tional mobility was similar to that of the
United States, which is low compared
with other developed countries.

Though there has been a significant
jump in/ g and educational sta-
/ \s relative to earlier
intergenerational
se whose parents
= also remain at
e whose parents
stay there.

T' intergenerational

; g he type of educa-
A\ tw ct on mobility.
=L_"* 30 __—dvate and varied edu-

cation systems tend to have low mobility,
while countries with public and universal
education systems tend.to have high mo-
bility. Also, low mobility is related to ex-
pensive tertiary education, and high mo-
bility to low-cost tertiary education.

Though conducted in the West, these
studies have implications for Singapore,
since our education system has moved
from a universal system with a standard-
ised curriculum to one where there are dif-
ferentially priced schools offering varied
curricula. Subsidies for tertiary education
are also gradually decreasing.

In another study, Dr Ho Kong Weng,
Dr Ho Kong Chong and I examined vari-
ous factors influencing the participation
of 14- to 19-year-olds in social groups.
We found that parents’ education was the
most significant factor determining active
participation and leadership in formal
groups — such as in sports, the arts and
uniformed groups - even after controlling
for other factors such as ethnicity, gen-
der, age and family environment.

The explanations for our findings are
as follows:

First, entry into the more prestigious
primary schools is not based on merit, but
on factors such as the location of the fami-
ly home and parents’ connections to the
school. Second, education in Singapore is
differentiated and increasingly so.

Education is a channel through which
parents invest in the human capital of
their children. Parents’ efforts to ensure
academic success through such means as
gaining entry into better - and in many
cases, more expensive - schools, extra tui-
tion, and social groups that enhance sta-
tus, also depend on the family’s income.

Social immobility, coupled with wors-
ening income inequality, poses a discon-
certing challenge. Our leaders are keenly
aware of the challenge, and have put in
place several measures to overcome it.

Various educational innovations for
the less academically inclined include the
Institute of Technical Education and alter-
native schools for students who fail their
Primary School Leaving Examination -

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES

We need an

education system

that stimulates and challenges
the top students, which a
standardised system will not
provide. Unfortunately, such a
system also has detrimental
effects on mobility.

for example, NorthLight School and As-
sumption Pathlight School. These innova-
tive education alternatives have become
brand names themselves.

Still, the system remains differentiat-
ed, putting students of different academic
calibre into different tracks in different
kinds of schools where their social lives
do not mix. When translated into earn-
ings, the greater the wage premium
placed on the qualifications of the
“skilled” versus the “technical”, the fur-
ther behind the earnings of the low-
er-skilled will trail.

These tensions are difficult knots to
disentangle. Singapore’s small and vulner-
able economy necessitates a competitive
education system to produce a competi-
tive workforce. We need an education sys-
tem that stimulates and challenges the
top students, which a standardised sys-
tem will not provide. Unfortunately, such
a system also has detrimental effects on
mobility.

At the current stage of Singapore’s de-
velopment, we have reached economic
maturity and we have become increasing-
ly concerned about inequality. Our find-

‘ings that Singapore’s educational system

may be perpetuating social immobility
suggest that tackling the inequality prob-
lem head on requires some rethinking of
educational policy, as well as economic
policy.

The writer is an assistant professor at the
department of social work, National University of
Singapore.



Social Mobility

“Our findings that Singapore’s
educational system may be
perpetuating social immobllity
suggest that tackling the inequality
problem head on requires some
rethinking of educational policy...”






Social Mobility

A persnasive and highly readable account of

J wality, and not fust absolute porerty,
is undernining owr politics, social cokesion,

long -term prasperity, and general well-deing.”

PRESIDENT BARACK 0BAMA

THE BROKEN
LADDER

How Inequality Affects

the Way We

Think, Live, and Die

KEITH PAYNE







Urban Mobility

With the help of technology,
urban mobility iIs moving
beyond just bicycles, buses
and trains.



UrbanpMobility
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Digital Mobility

Technology allows us to navigate
the urban landscape, while
remaining connected through
social media. We can also take
our books, movies and music
along on the journey!



Mobility

What is mobllity?
Now | think mobillity is...



Mobility

Is mobility a mindset?

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/daily-deliveries-in-a-wheelchair



https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/daily-deliveries-in-a-wheelchair
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/daily-deliveries-in-a-wheelchair

Mobility

Lesson 1 Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 2
Part 1 Part 2 Part 1 Part 2

Assisted Social Urban
Mobility Mobility Mobility
Urban Assisted Social
Mobility Mobility Mobility
Social Urban Assisted
Mobility Mobility Mobility
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